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CHAPTER  I 
INTRODUCTION 

Statement  of  the  Problem 

This  study  was  undertaken  to  determine  whether  girls  In 
the  Junior  High  School  classes  at  St.  Patrick's  School,  Brooklyn 
New  York,  can  recall  more  religious  oriented  words  than  can 
boys  in  the  same  classes. 
Significance  of  the  Problem 

Throughout  the  country  today,  there  are  movements  on  the 
part  of  women  demanding  equal  rights  with  men.  The  women  in 
these  movements  want  a  greater  share  in  the  responsibilities  of 
fields,  which,  until  now,  were  considered  the  sacrosanct  domain 
of  the  males. 

One  of  these  domains  is  the  field  of  ecclesiastical  policy 
and  administration.  Women  seem  no  longer  content  to  be  tied  to 
the  role  of  "kirche,  kuche,  kinder"  (church,  kitchen,  children), 
as,  for  example,  their  German  sisters  have  been  for  centuries. 
This  is  true,  also,  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  which  has 
been  especially  Intransigent  in  this  matter.  Women  are  now 
demanding  positions  as  members  of  the  clergy  itself. 

To  what  extent  has  this  attitude  permeated  the  ranks  of 
their  little  sisters?   It  might  prove  interesting  to  determine 
if  this  same  attitude  is  reflected  In  girls  of  school  age. 


Purpose  of  the  Study 

This  study  will  use  statistical  measurement  to  determine 
if  there  is  any  significant  difference  in  memory  recall  of 
religious-oriented  words  between  Junior  High  School  girls  on 
the  one  hand,  and  boys  in  the  same  classes  on  the  other,  enrolled 
at  St.  Patrick's  School,  Brooklyn,  New  York.  This  study  will 
be  submitted  as  a  class  requirement  for  Chaplain  School  research. 
The  hypothesis  is  that  there  is  no  significant  difference  in 
memory  recall  of  religious  oriented  words  between  girls  and  boys 
of  the  Junior  High  School  classes  at  St.  Patrick's  School. 
Assumptions  and  Limitations 

This  study  is  based  on  the  asstimption  that  girls  are 
genetically  endowed  with  an  orientation  toward  the  "gentler" 
virtues,  and  that  their  sex-role  education  in  thd  American 
family  leads  them  further  along  that  path. 

It  is  also  assumed  that  the  philosophy  of  Women's  Libera- 
tion groups  throughout  the  nation  have  given  them  further  moti- 
vation to  become  preoccupied  with  being  equal,  if  not  superior, 
to  males  in  the  sphere  of  religion. 

It  is  further  assumed  that  this  preoccupation  will  manifest 
itself  in  the  ability  of  girls  to  recall  words  which  have  a 
religious  connotation,  or  orientation,  moire  so  than  in  the 
ability  of  the  boys. 


Time  has  been  a  limitation  in  this  study.  Only  subjects 
of  one  seventh  and  one  eighth  grade  were  tested,  even  thoxigh, 
due  to  the  large  number  enrolled  at  the  school,  there  are  two 
classes  of  each  grade. 
Definition  of  Terms 

St.  Patrick's  School  is  part  of  the  parish  plant  located  at 
95th  Street  and  ^th  Avenue,  Brooklyn,  New  York.  As  such,  it  is 
affiliated  with  the  diocese  of  Brookljm  and  is  part  of  that 
diocese's  religious  education  system,  theological  concepts,  and 
philosophy. 

Religious  oriented  words  are  those  words  which  the  children, 
both  boys  and  girls,  would  have  no  trouble  in  relating  to  the  field 
of  religion.  They  are  words  commonly  found  in  their  religious 
education  texts,  which  are  uniform  for  all  the  classes  involved 
in  the  test. 

Non-religious  words  are  those  words,  which  in  the  Judgment 
of  the  researcher,  are  neutral  and  are  not  considered  as  referring 
to  the  field  of  religion.  They,  normally,  could  not  be  confused 
with  the  other  words. 

The  boys  and  girls  were  members  of  the  Junior  High  School 
classes  at  St.  Patrick's  School,  Junior  High  School  classes,  for 
purposes  of  this  experiment,  constitute  the  seventh  and  eighth 
grade  classes.  There  was  no  attempt  to  further  classify  the 
children,  either  according  to  their  intellectual,  psychological, 
emotional  or  religious  development. 


CHAPTER  II 
REVIEW  OF  RELATED  LITERATURE 

Groups  actively  demanding  greater  rights  for  women  have 
Seemed  to  multiply  throughout  the  country,  especially  In  the 
last  few  years. 

Although  women  in  American  society  have  experienced  a 
greater  measure  of  social  freedom  In  recent  years,  they  still 
feel  discriminated  against  because  of  their  sex. 

Clara  M.  Thompson,  noted  psychonanalyst,  has  recently  said: 

In  this  country  today,  women  enjoy  a  unique  position.  They  are 
probably  freer  to  live  their  own  lives  than  in  any  patriarchal 
country  in  the  world.   This  does  not  mean  that  they  have  ceased 
to  be  an  underprivileged  group.  They  are  discriminated  against 
in  many  situations  without  regard  to  their  needs  or  abilities. 1 

One  of  these  situations,  or  fields,  in  which  women  have 
claimed  discrimination.  Is  that  of  religion.  Many  have  felt  that 
the  churches  have  done  everything  to  maintain  a  completely  mas- 
culine administration.  One  cleric-psychologist  maintains  that, 
"The  greatest  distortions  of  Church  teaching  have  been  in  the 
area  of  human  sexuality.  The  Church  has  always  been  sending 
Helolse  away  in  order  to  claim  Abe lard  for  the  masculine  society 
of  the  Church. "2 


^Clara  M.  Thompson,  On  Women,  ed.  Maurice  R.  Green  (New 
Yorks  New  American  Library,  1971),  p. 5. 

2Eugene  C.  Kennedy,  The  Return  to  Man.  (New  York:  Doubleday 
and  Company,  1973 )t  P.  178, 


And  yet,  women  have  often  claimed  that  they  are  at  least 
equal  to  men,  if  not  superior,  in  their  interest  and  ability  in 
the  fields  of  ecclesiastical  administration,  and  this  they  say, 
can  be  seen  at  a  very  early  age. 

In  her  book  on  adolescent  development,  Elizabeth  B,  Hurlock 
says:  "Girls,  as  a  general  rule,  not  only  are  more  interested  in 
religion  than  are  boys,  but  they  show  a  more  pronotmced  heighten- 
ing of  interest  In  religion  in  early  adolescence  than  do  boys."^ 

This  interest  can  be  seen  in  the  intellectual  activity  of 
the  child  and  adolescent;  in  their  attitudes,  in  what  they  think 
is  important,  and  in  what  they  retain  in  their  memory,  David 
Russel  writes:  "The  child  hears  what  he  wants  to  hear,  reads  what 
he  wants  or  needs  to  read.  Thinking  can  never  be  considered  a 
purely  intellectual  process:  emotional,  personal  factors  are  a 
part  of  all  thinking  processes."^ 

The  same  author  maintains  that  this  is  especially  true  in 
the  child's  recall  ability: 


3Elizabeth  B.  Hurlock:  Adolescent  Development  (McGraw-Hill 
Book  Company,  Inc.,  New  York,  1955),  P.  211. 

^David  Russel:  Children's  Thinking,  (Ginn  and  Company, 
New  York,  1956),  p.  110. 


The  child's  powers  in  recalling  past  experiences  are  thus 
related  to  his  age  and  general  ability,  with  a  possible  slight 
advantage  for  girls  over  boys,  but  his  actual  memories  are,  of 
course,  determined  by  his  previous  experience  and  by  his  needs 
and  personal  factors, "5 

This  is  what  many  women  have  maintained  all  along,  and  they 

have  invoked  the  authority  of  authors  such  as  the  ones  mentioned 

above  to  support  them  in  their  claims. 


^Ibid.  p.  279. 


CHAPTER  III 
DESIGN  OF  THE  STUDY 

Description  of  Research  Study 

This  study  was  designed  to  test  the  following  hypothesis: 
There  Is  no  difference  In  the  memory  recall  of  religious-oriented 
words  between  girls  and  boys  of  Junior  High  School  classes  of  St, 
Patrick's  School, 
Procedure 

Boys  and  girls  of  one  seventh  and  one  eighth  grade  class  of 
St.  Patrick's  School  were  selected  to  participate  In  the  study, 
conducted  In  the  classrooms  of  the  school  on  19  February  1975, 
Permission  of  the  school  authorities  was  obtained.  There  were 
twenty-nine  boys  and  thirty-four  girls  In  the  group. 
Source  of  Data 

Grades  were  used  from  Individual  papers  which  each  child 
submitted  Immediately  after  the  test. 
Methods  of  Gathering  Data 

Permission  was  received  from  the  principal  of  the  school  to 
administer  a  memory  recall  test  to  the  boys  and  girls  of  the 
Junior  High  School  classes.  The  Individual  teachers  were  not 
Informed  that  a  test  would  be  given.   No  Indication  was  given  by 
the  researcher  as  to  what  the  test  was  Intended  to  measure  until 
the  test  had  been  completed  and  all  the  papers  had  been  collected. 
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The  researcher  himself  was  unknown  to  the  children  of  these 
classes.  The  list  of  sixteen  words  was  written  on  the  blackboard 
In  alternating  format.  A  copy  of  this  test  appears  in  the  Appendix, 
Each  word,  religious  oriented  and  non-religious  oriented  was  pro- 
nounced after  being  written  to  insure  knowledge  of  the  word.  The 
members  of  the  class  were  instructed  to  study  the  list  for  five 
minutes.  After  this,  the  words  were  completely  erased,  the  re- 
searcher thanked  the  classes  and  told  them  he  would  return  later. 
The  teacher  was  instructed  to  resume  the  regular  class. 

After  ten  minutes  had  elapsed,  the  researcher  returned  and 
asked  the  students  to  take  out  a  clean  piece  of  paper,  write  their 
name  and  grade  on  it.  Then  they  were  instructed  to  write  down  in 
any  order,  any  of  the  words  of  the  list  of  the  sixteen  that  they 
could  recall.   Five  minutes  was  given  for  this  phase  of  the  test, 
after  which  the  papers  were  collected,  and  the  purpose  of  the  test 
was  explained. 
Description  of  the  Data  Gathering  Instrument 

A  list  of  sixteen  words  was  written  upon  the  blackboard  in 
full  view  of  all  members  of  the  seventh  and  eighth  grade  students. 
Eight  religious  oriented  words  and  eight  non-religious  or  neutral 
words  composed  this  list.   The  words  were  written  in  alternating 
fashion.  The  list  required  no  right  or  wrong  answers,  but  consisted 
of  simple  memory  recall. 


statistical  Procedure 

The  recall  sheets  were  divided  Into  two  groups,  boys  and 
girls,  and  compared.  There  were  twenty-nine  In  the  boys'  group 
and  thirty-four  In  the  girls'  group.  Mean  and  standard  deviations 
were  computed  for  each  group.  The  slgma  score  was  then  computed 
to  compare  the  two  groups. 


10 


CHAPTER  IV 
ANALYSIS  OP  DATA 

A  Sigma  score  was  computed  to  test  the  hypothesis j  There  Is 
no  significant  difference  In  the  recall  of  religious  oriented  words 
between  boys  and  girls  of  the  Junior  High  School  classes  of  St. 
Patrick's  School, 

The  comparison  of  the  results  achieved  by  the  two  groups  is 

shown  in  Table  1. 

The  null  hypothesis  was  rejected. 

TABLE  1 

COMPARISON  OF  THE  RESULTS  OF  THE  MEMORY  RECALL  TEST 
BETWEEN  BOYS  AND  GIRLS  OF  THE  JUNIOR  HIGH 
SCHOOL  CLASSES  OF  ST.  PATRICK'S  SCHOOL 


Group 

X 

8 

Boys 

6.24 

1.720 

Girls 

7.00 

1.200 

1.993* 


♦Significant  at  .05  level  -  Hypothesis  is  rejected 
z  ,05  =  1.96 
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CHAPTER  V 
SUMMARY  AND  CONCLUSIONS 

Restatement  of  the  Problem 

This  study  was  undertaken  to  test  the  hypothesis:  There  is 
no  significant  difference  in  the  memory  recall  ability  of  religious 
oriented  words  between  boys  and  girls  of  the  Jtinior  High  School 
classes  of  St.  Patrick's  School, 
Description  of  Procedure 

Boys  and  girls  of  the  Junior  High  School  classes  of  St. 
Patrick's  School  were  selected  to  participate  in  the  study. 
Twenty-nine  boys  and  thirty-four  girls  took  a  memory  recall  test 
of  16  words,  eight  of  which  were  religious  oriented  and  eight 
non-religious  oriented.  The  scores  were  dependent  on  the  number 
of  religious  oriented  words  that  were  recalled  by  each  group. 

The  results  of  the  recall  test  were  graded  and  compared 
by  analyzing  mean  scores, 
Ma.lor  Findings 

The  researcher  was  able  to  reject  the  null  hypothesis  at 
the  .05  level  of  significance  based  upon  a  z  score  of  1.993. 
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Conclusions 

The  comparison  of  the  two  groups  Indicated  that  there  Is 
a  significant  difference  In  the  amount  of  religious  oriented 
words  recalled  between  the  groups  of  boys  and  girls  of  the  Junior 
High  School  classes  of  St,  Patrick's  School.  The  amount  of  re- 
ligious oriented  words  recalled  was  greater  for  the  girls. 
Recommendations  for  Further  Research 

Further  research  could  be  developed  In  at  least  three  areas t 

Considering  the  number  of  students  In  the  school,  a  larger 
sample  might  be  taken. 

The  testing  of  boys  and  girls  In  both  the  elementary  grades 
and  the  Senior  High  School  grades  would  make  for  wider  research, 

A  larger  list  of  both  types  of  words  might  be  beneficial 
In  giving  the  test  greater  validity. 
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APPENDIX  A 


LIST  OF  WORDS  USED  IN  THE  MEMORY  RECALL  TEST  ADMINISTERED 
TO  THE  BOYS  AND  GIRLS  OF  JUNIOR  HIGH  SCHOOL  CLASSES 
OF  ST.  PATRICK'S  SCHOOL 


Shoe 
Altar 
Hand 
God 
Roof 
Heaven 
Chalk 
Sin 
Puppy- 
Church 
Glove 
Gospel 
House 
Jesus 
School 
Hell 
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APPENDIX  B 


No.  of  Students 
B5 
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2     3     4     5     6     7     8 
Amount  of  Religious  Oriented  Words  Recalled  by  Number  of  Students 


Boys 
Girls 
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